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BACKGROUND

® One of the long-standing ethical goals of laboratory animal science is to reduce the numbers of animals used in research

* Very little data is available on worldwide changes in the number and type of animals used in research

® Changing patterns in the use of animals needs to be understood in relation to the willingness of the public to accept different

types of research animal use
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IMPLICATIONS

® These results indicate that the public is much less willing to accept the use of animals in research when this involves
genetically modifying animals

® The increasing use of animals in research, especially of genetically modified animals, is likely to face increased public

opposition
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